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Learning Through Experience: Dental Students’ Reflection
on Community-Based Health Promotion Course
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Abstract

Background: A Community-Based Health
Promotion Course is a practical-based curricu-
lum. This course provided the sixth year dental
students to ‘work with’ people in rural communi-
ties. Purposes of study are to gain insight into the
experiences of dental students and explore learn-
ing outcomes and benefits students reported. It
is a qualitative study. Students were assigned to
write 1 or 2 specific events and conditions that
were significant meanings for them. Data were
collected through 255 critical documented essays
of students from 2010-2012, using an action-

oriented assessment method called Critical
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Incident Technique (CIT). Data were analyzed by
using thematic and content analyses. As a result,
students reported a broad range of outcomes and
benefits. Their critical incident essays not only
showed an achievement of the curriculum objec-
tives, but also illustrated their “deep understand-
ing” in everyday life of local people and commu-
nity dentists. Moreover, engaging with different
groups of people provided students to widen their

life perspectives and introspection.
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