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Health Status of Children Aged 7 - 8 Years

Penpilai Phunteng1 and Angkana Thearmontree’

1Depar‘trm—:tnt of Preventive Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, Prince of Songkla University, Hatyai,
Songkla, Thailand

Correspondence to:
Angkana Thearmontree. Department of Preventive Dentistry, Faculty of Dentistry, Prince of Songkla
University, Hatyai, Songkhla 90112 Thailand Tel: 074-287650 E-mail: angkana.dent@gmail.com

Abstract

This study was a cross-sectional analytical study which aimed to determine the effect of
parenting style on oral care behavior, sweet consumption behavior and oral health status of children.
The samples included 350 children aged 7 - 8 years, whose oral health status had been examined
and their mothers were interviewed in the 6 control schools of the “Healthy Teeth for Southemn
Children Project”, Hatyai, Songkhla. The mothers were interviewed by telephone regarding their parent-
ing style. The data concerning the children’s oral hygiene and sweet consumption behaviors as well
as their oral health status (dmfs, dmft, DMFS, DMFT and Pl were from the “Healthy Teeth for South-
em Children Project”. The result revealed that the parenting style had no statistical significance to-
wards the children’s oral health behavior for oral hygiene and sweet consumption behaviors as well
as oral health status. However, the co-influence of both parenting style and mother’s educational
level had statistical significance on children’s decayed, missing and filled surfaces in the permanent
teeth (DMFS). In children whose mothers had a Bachelor’s degree or higher and were authoritarian
parents, the DMFS was statistically significant higher than those who were permissive parents. Even
though the parenting style does not affect the children’s oral health behaviors and oral health status,
the parents should be adequately educated about the oral health care. Through the appropriate
parenting style, the parents could nurture the right oral health care attitude to their children.
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