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The Parotid Gland Swelling :
Side effect of chlorhexidine mouth wash
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Abstract

Chlorhexidine mouth wash is a chemical agent which has antibacterial properties. It is very efficient in supragingival
plaque control. The general side effects are bitter taste, brown staining of the teeth and desquamation of oral mucosa. However,
there is a swelling of parotid gland which is a very rare side effect of chlorhexidine. This case report shows the patient with bilateral
parotid swelling following osteoectomy and osteoplasty and rinsing with chlorhexidine mouth wash. When the therapist asked
the patient for stopping rinsing and changing to normal saline, the swelling of the glands disappeared and the patient 's face turned
to normal figure on the day he came for removing the stitches.



