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Acromegaly in Dental Aspects
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Abstract

Acromegaly is an endocrine disease in adults after puberty. Active acromegaly is due most commonly to excess
growth hormone production by pituitary tumor and occasionally by an ectopic source or by tumors producing growth
hormone releasing hormone. The untreated patients develop enlargement of hand and feet, enlargement of frontal boss
and prognathism. In the maxillo-facial region this frequently leads to a disocclusion, mandibular prognathism. In this
case a-60-year old man visited the dentist with loss of ability in chewing and bilateral open bite. The fasting blood growth
hormone level was high. Subsequent investigations indicated that the patient had acromegaly. Therefore, dentists should
be aware of acromegaly and proper medical treatment should be accomplished before definitive dental therapy.
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