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Idiopathic Gingival Fibromatosis
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Abstract

Idiopathic gingival fibromatosis (IGF) is a rare condition of the gingival tissues, benign condition in which the
gingiva undergo a slowly progressive fibrous hyperplsia. It is a painless and non — inflammatory enlargement of the free
and attached gingiva. The gingiva is firm, dense, normal in color and on palpation may feel like bone. The enlargement
is usually symmetrical and may be so pronounced as to completely over the teeth. The lesion may occur locally or generally.
The localized form affects the maxillary tuberosity areas most frequently and may present with the eruption-of the primary
or secondary dentition or both. There is no specific radiographic finding if the lesion is uncomplicated by an inflammatory
reaction. Microscopically, the gingiva shows a covering of mild hyperkeratetic stratified squamous epithelium and the
major bulk of the enlarged gingiva is made up of dense collagen bundles. The etiology is still obscure, local irritation may
be superimposed. The removal of the excessive gingival tissue by gingivectomy seems to be the therapy of choice. However,
the tissue tend to return progressively after surgival removal. This article presents a report case of idiopathic gingival fibro —
matosis which occurred in clinical, diagnostic, histogenetic aspects and treatment are discussed.
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