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Changes in Maxillary and Mandibular Body Lengths Following

Class III Activator Therapy
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Abstract

The purposes of this cephalometric study was to determine changes in maxillary and mandibular body lengths in
children treated with Class III activator. Twenty-five 8 to 13 - year old children (16 girls and 9 boys) had skeletal Class III
malocclusion, 21 of them (84%) had small and retrusive maxillas combined with too long and protrusive mandibles whilst
the others 4 (16%) had slightly long but retrusive maxillas combined with too long and protrusive mandibles. All of them
had negative ANB angles and the Wits values of less than -1 mm.. Measurements were obtained from the cephalometric head
films before and after activator treatment. The average treatment time was 12 months. From this study we could find no
evidence to support that Class II1 activator is capable of either increasing the length of maxilla or decreasing the length of

the mandible. Moreover, activator does not alter the size of the mandible.




