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Abstract

The aim of this study was to develop an orthodontic screening guideline for different
dentition stages using Delphi technique. A questionnaire regarding the appropriateness of
orthodontic treatment for different problems in various dentition stages were sent to 23
orthodontic experts throughout Thailand for several rounds. The level of agreements from
the previous round were analyzed and presented in the subsequent round. The procedure
was repeated until the agreement of each item reached 55% or more. According to the
experts, the conditions that should be treated in primary dentition were early loss of posterior
primary tooth/teeth, complete overbite causing palatal trauma, functional shift from occlusal
interference and non-nutritive sucking. Early mixed dentition was an appropriate stage to
treat all types of malocclusion except for anterior crowding and median diastema which
should be postponed to a later stage. Lastly, except for gummy smile, all problems should
be treated in late mixed and permanent dentition. Patient’s perceived need and cooperation
were important additional treatment timing considerations. In conclusion, Thai orthodontic
experts agreed that treatment should not be performed in primary dentition except for
conditions that may cause injuries or increase the severity of the malocclusion. In early
mixed dentition, treatment of conditions that may not increase the severity of the malocclusion
could be postponed to the late mixed dentition stage. Further studies should be focused on
the application of the guideline.

Key words: Delphi technique; mixed dentition; Orthodontics; permanent dentition; primary
dentition; screening guideline




