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Abstract

A definite system of oral health promotion program in child care centers of Kaengkhro
district, Chaiyaphum province has not been established. This might lead to a high preva-
lence of dental caries in preschool children in the area. This study conducted a 4-year-
participatory action research aiming to 1) develop a localized oral health promotion pro-
gram and community oral health network in the area and 2) evaluate the effectiveness of
the developed oral health promotion program. Data of 40 child care centers were col-
lected and analyzed. Qualitative data were collected using methods of participatory
observations and in-depth interviews of caregivers. Quantitative data were collected
through reports, questionnaires, and a cross-sectional survey. Results showed that the
program improved caregivers’ knowledge and skills of oral health promotion. They had a
positive attitude in oral health promotion and abilities to provide most of oral health pro-
motion activities in child care centers. The program could delay the progress of dental
caries in preschool children. However, there is a further need to strengthen network co-
operations and to increase capability of local health personnel regarding oral health pro-
motion implementation.
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