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The Outcome of Work-based Learning in Dental Students
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Abstract

The shortage ot dentists in rural areas is one of the signitficant problems for Thai
Health Care System. To solve the problem, the government has introduced a compulsory
contract program for all dental students to work in rural areas for three years after
graduation. As such, the Department of Community Dentistry, Mahidol University has
arranged learning activities to prepare dental students for rural area task. These courses are
arranged according to the work-based learning theory. The evaluation of the fieldwork
course showed that the knowledge and skills that students gained match to the knowledge
and skills that dentists most used for rural work. In addition, students’ attitude toward
various aspects of rural area work had changed in the positive direction. The barriers to
their learning process were the limited course time and the prolong time gap between
conceptualization versus experimentation, experience and reflection.
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