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Abstract

Early childhood caries is an important oral health problem in Thailand. Child
caretakers have direct role and responsibility for tooth brushing and food consumption
behavior of children at home. Series of focus group discussion were carried out to
investigate caretaking behavior in order to develop caries prevention. The finding shows
that child caretakers believe that their children have dental caries. However. dental caries
become a problem only when the child has toothache and cries. Although child caretakers
have knowledge on caries prevention, they do not always provide good care for oral health.
This is because the perceived benefits for providing good care have less value than the
perceived psychological investment for appropriate care. Therefore, to develop caries
prevention in pre-school children, emphasis should be on developing methods that are
appropriate for providing care in real life situation. This could be accomplished by
conducting focus group discussions among caretakers.

Key words : Health belief. oral health care behavior, pre-school children

mla @ndaysal

B.A., D.D.S., Ph.D.

finwe danasa

11.U., M.S.D. (Dental Public Health),
C.A.G.S. (Pediatric dentistry)

MATNNUANTIHYNTY
AT UAUNNEFEFNST N INIALNTND

0.l#5 wawanln Any. 10400

Duangjai Lexomboon

B.A., D.D.S., Ph.D.

Tippanart Vichayanrat

D.D.S., M.S.D. (Dental Public
Health), C.A.G.S. (Pediatric den-
tistry)

Department of Dental Communication
Faculty of Dentistry, Mahidol University
Yothi Street, Payathai, Bangkok 10400



