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Oral Health Status of a Group of Elderly in Bangkok
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to evaluate the oral health status of a group of

elderly who was living independently at home in Bangsue district of Bangkok. Oral
examination and questionnaire were completed for 270 elderly persons, age ranged from
60-85 with an average of 67.5 years. The results showed that 11.85 % of the elderly were
total edentulous. Only 37.78 % of elderly people had more than 20 functioning teeth. The
mean DMFT was 18.58£8.2 teeth per person. The mean oral hygiene index was 2.640.76.
65.55 % of the dentate elderly had periodontal disease. Questionnaire data revealed that
62.22% of elderly had clinical signs of xerostomia. These findings concluded that oral
health of the elderly in this community slightly poor. They should have dental treatment
and instruction for maintaining good oral health.
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