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Desquamative gingivitis, a lesion that should not be
overlooked : A case report
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Abstract

Assixty-nine year-old male patient was referred to the Department of Hospital Dentistry for an
evaluation and treatment of generalized erosion on the attached gingiva. His chief complaint was
burning sensation and pain on his gingiva for at least ten years. Three years ago he was diagnosed
periodontitis and was treated by a periodontist. The scaling and root planing were performed and the
oral hygiene instruction was emphasized, however, there was no improvement after periodontal treat-
ment. Intra-oral examination revealed that the patient had desquamative gingivitis presented as
erythema and erosion on upper and lower attached gingiva of all posterior teeth. In these areas and on
palatal mucosa overlying torus palatinus, there were also white striations. After the interview of medi-
cal and dental history and thorough intra-oral investigation, the biopsies were performed for histopa-
thology and immunofluorescence analyses. The results revealed that this lesion was oral lichen pla-
nus. The patient was treated with topical and systemic steroids and antifungal drug until the burning
sensation and erythema was reduced. This case report reviews how to diagnose and manage desqua-
mative gingivitis, the lesion that should not be overlooked.
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