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The Prevalence and Factors Associated with
Early Childhood Caries in Well Baby Clinic of

Srinagarind Hospital

Anoma Rattanacharcenthum™ Subin Puasiri** Parinya Tanawet™** Worasuda Ponteha**** Warut Chalittikui*****

ABSTRACT

At the present, Early Childhood Caries (ECC) is increasing every year, in many countries. It effects young
children in several aspects, for example, premature loss of deciduous teeth, developmental jaw deformity, chewing
difficuities, under weigh, and expenses on dental treatment as well as association with dental caries in permanent dentition.
in order to improvise an appropriate preventive pian, it is crucial to investigate the prevalence and factors associated with
dental caries in preschooi children. The study design is cross—sectional analytic. Data were corrected from 147 children
aged 6 to 36 months and parents who visited Well Baby clinic at Srinagarind Hospital during May-July, 2012. Children
were examined for their oral health status, inciuding caviatated and white spot fesions, and fevel of dental plaque. Parents
were interviewed for demographic information, socio-economic status and the detaii of their children incitiding oral hygiene
care, feeding hehaviors, dietary habits. The children were provided with fluoride vanish application and oral hygiene kits and
oral hygiene instruction. Results showed that the prevalence of dental caries was 40.1%. Bivariable and logistic regression
analyses found that children, who had not or had their mouth wiped occasionally were 3,96 times more likely to have
figher risk for dental caries than children whe had daily wiping (95%Ci=1.81-8.68 p=0.001). In addition, children who
took candy had 3.55 times higher caries risk than children who did not (95%()!:1.61 -7.84 p =O.DO2). In conciusion,
this study demonstrated that the risk factors associated with increased dental caries in children who visiting the Well Baby

clinic at Srinagarind Hospital were inappropriate oral wipe and candy intakes.
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