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Original article

Prevalence and risk factors of root caries in the elderly persons

Ungkana Leethochawalit Abstract

D.D.S., MPH. e e s . . .
Objective: This study was to investigate prevalence and risk factors of root
Dip in Clinical Science {General Dentistry)

Dental Devision, Taksin Hospital, caries in the elderly in the Hospitals® Elderly Club of Bangkok Metropolitan

Bangkok Metropolitan Administration Administration
Wilawan Weraachakul Material and methods: This study was a cross-sectional analytical study.
D.D.S., MPH.,

The elderly in the Hospitals’ Elderly Club of Bangkok Metropolitan
Thai Board of Dental Public Health

Department of Community Dentistry., Administration, who wvolunteered to participate in this project. Data were
Faculty of Dentistry, Khonkaen University ~ c¢ollected by interview about demographer datas, dental health behaviors
and oral health examination in March, 2012.

Results: The study groups were 342 elderly which 30.1% were maie,
69.9% were female. The average age was 67.1 + 6.1 years (mean SD).
Most of them lived in Bangkok and were Thai. Almost of them had no
education or at least at primary school level. The prevalence rate of root
caries was 57.9% and their risk factors by multivariate logistic regresstion
analysis were age (OR = 2.3), Diabetes Milletus (OR = 2.0), Fruits eating
(OR = 2.2), coronal caries (OR = 10) and periodontal pocket depth = 4
m.m. (OR = 3.1).

Conclusion. The prevalence of root caries in this elderly group was 57.9%
Their risk factors were age, diabetes milletus, fruits eating, coronal caries
and pericdontal pocket depth.

Keywords: prevalence, risk factors, root caries, elderly
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