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Abstract

The ohjective of this study was to collect and investigate the morphology of the available adult manual loothbrushes marketed in
Bangkok. The total of 158 types from 38 brands of toothbrushes were investigated in this study. It was found that the most of handle was
designed in straight shape (34.8%) followed by angle shape (31.7%?}. More than half of the toothbrush head in lateral view were flat (58.9%).
The top view design of the head of toothbrushes were oval (35.4%) and taper shape (30.4%). The cross sectional view design of toothbrush
head were mostly flat (85.4%). To investigate the morphelogic structure of toothbrush filaments, a totol of 1.580 filaments were examined
under the measuring microscope. It was found that there were mainly divided into 4 configurations : cylinder bristles (83.5%), slim bristles
(10.1%). twister bristles (3.2%) and microtip bristles (3.2%). The cylindrical shape filaments were chosed 10 study the end-rounding of
bristle-tips according to Sitverstone and Featherstone criteria. Tt was found that most of the toothbrushes (61.5) have less than 509 acceptable

cnd-rounded bristle-tips.
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