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Abstract
Objective: To compare the oral hygiene and periodontal status of hearing
and non-hearing impaired students.
Materials and Methods: Ninety seven hearing impaired and 83 non-hearing
impaired students at Ratchasuda College, Mahidol University were surveyed.
A selfreported guestionnaire was used to collect personal information
and oral hygiene behavior. A single calibrated examiner performed oral
assessments using plaque score (percentage of sites with plaque) and
the Community Periodontal Index (CPI). Oral hygiene status was classified
according to the plaque score as < 20%-good, 20-40%-fair and >40%-poor.
Periodontal status was classified according to the highest CPI score of the
mouth. Mann-Whitney U Test and Chi square test were used for statistical
analysis.
Results: The mean plague score of the hearing impaired was statistically
higher than the non-hearing impaired group (p<0.05). However, the proportion
of students with poor oral hygiene in each group were comparable. In
both groups, periodontal disease was found in 100% of the students. The
proportion of students with pocket depth > 4 mm in the hearing impaired
group was significantly higher than the non-hearing impaired group (55.7%
versus 24.1%, p<0.001). In both groups, pocket depths of = 4 mm were more
prevalent among the students with poor oral hygiene status.
Conclusion: Numerous students in both hearing and non-hearing impaired
groups had poor oral hygiene. Periodontal disease was found in all
students of both groups but periodontal pocket was more prevalent in the

hearing impaired group.
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