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Early treatment of Class III malocclusion

Pagaiprut Sutangeanu' D.D.S.
Porntip Chiewcharat® D.D.S. (Hons.), M.D.Sc. (Orthodontics), Dip.Th.B.O.

! Postgraduate student, Department of Orthodontics, Faculty of Dentistry, Chulalongkorn University

% Department of Orthodontics, Faculty of Dentistry, Chulalongkorn University

Abstract

A type of malocclusion which is often found in Thais is Class III malocclusion. Selection of
orthodontic appliances and proper treatment techniques depends on many factors such as characteris-
tics of malocclusion, age of the patient and genetics. Therefore, orthodontists must be able to recognize
and identify the characteristic of Class III malocclusion that should be treated in the early years. The
proper treatment time also plays an important role in the success of treatment and thus may decrease
the need for orthognathic surgery. This article describes classifications and causes of Class JII maloc-
clusion, indications and contraindications for early treatment, treatment methods and appropriate

treatment time,
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