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Need and Demand of Dental Services
in the Elderly Officials of Chulalongkorn University

Abstract

Objective  The purpose of this study was to investigate the tendency of the needs of dental services among
the elderly officials of the Chulalongkorn University, in order to have an adequate planning of the services
for the elderly at the Faculty of Dentistry, Chulalongkorn University in the near future.

Materials and methods The research was carried out during the pericd between January and February
1996 by sending 686 questionnaires to 2 groups of the elderly officials one of which were those aged
between 55-60 years and the rest were those over 60. The questionnaires consisted of personal history,
conditions of the oral cavity, the use of the denture, the conditions of the TMJ, systemic disease, and nature
of the dental services. The collected data were analyzed by chi-Square.

Results and Conclusions. 319 from 686 questionnaires were collected, 84 percents of the respondents have
at least bachelor degree or higher. 68 percents have systemic disease and 53 percents have more than 10
teeth left in the upper jaw while 55 percent left in the lower one. Haltf of the respondents used removable
dentures. Those age between 55-60 years have more TMJ problems than those over 60, and female were
affected more than male. 59 percents of the respondents seeked dental survices both at the private hospital
dental department and dental clinic. The younger group (55-60 year) preferred to go to the Faculty of Dentistry
than the retired group. Medical history including regular drugs used in the elderly patients should be con-
cerned for well preparing of dental services. More dental services especially removable denture or fixed
prostheses should be set up for them.

Key words : Dental services, elderly officials.




